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be a Jew, and a good Jew, without faith in God.
Not only Orthodox Jews, but all Jews who value the
Jewish religion must oppose such a view. A religious
Jew may be a nationalist; every Jew must be an
adherent of the Jewish religion* The religious con-
ception of Jewish life leaves nationalism optional;
the national conception leaves faith optional

Many of the Jews who have settled in Palestine
since the Mandate, under the impulse of modern
Zionism, are a-religious; some of them are even
anti-religious. That is partly due to their original
East European environment, where religion has long
been identified with rigid conservatism in all things
and with consequent opposition to all forms of
progress, so that the " enlightened " were expected
to be, and most often were, hostile to it. Many of
the *' intellectuals " among the Jews of Eastern Europe
became Socialists under the impulsion of their ideal-
ism and its judgement on the social conditions in their
environment. The religion they knew opposed
Socialism; so they came to oppose religion. Most
of the Zionist Jews who have settled In Palestine came
from an environment in which religion and social
change were in opposition. They are perhaps the
most powerful element in the Jewish community in
Palestine- That is one reason why Judaism as a